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THE 
BONFIRE CONTEST: 
O R, 


8 
BOB CAS HIER p. 


Look upon. the Love of Honey to be one 
of the Earlieſt Paſſions that diſcovers itſelf in 
the Mind of Man; before we are actuated by 
any of the others, THis 1s PREDOMINANT 
in us. I have often endeavour'd to account for 
this Propenſity in us, but confeſs I have always 
pound an Intricacy attending it, which I cou'd 
never maſter. Love, Fear, and AN GERN, are alſo the Atten- 
darts of In farc, but are far from perplexing the Underſtanding z 
they furniſh clear Idea's when we reflect on them, and may 
eaſily traced to their Source.” We Love, becauſe we find De 
Goop in LoviNG; we FEAR, becauſe we feel the SMart, or 
are menaced to be beaten; we expreſs a kind of AN ER when 
Nature prompts us to eat, or when we are under = Pain of 


Body; but that Children thou'd be touch'd with ſo viſible a 
Delight 


(6 ] 


Delight at the Sight of Money, is wonderful; and the more ſo, 
as they cannot have the leaft Notion of its Uſe, or receive any 
preraediate Benefit from it. One would think a $i, or a Piece 
of Mod, ud pleaſe them tvery bit as well as a Sdver Cvral; 
bert yet if yen take it from them, and ſubſtitute any other Trifle 
in its ftead, you find they thew Marks of Reſentment in their 
Countenance, and at laſt cry, till they have it again, or ſome- 
thing very like it. | 


This Love of Money grows up with us, and in Proportion 
to our Education, and the good or bad Example of our Parents, 
it is more or leſs exceſſive when we come to Man's Eſtate. It 
is to be lamented that the miſtaken-frugal Leſſon of My Son 
get Money is ſo early inculcated. Boys are generally taught 
the Value of that as Toon, or perhaps before, they are inſtnutted 
in the Principles of Virtue; ſo that, with ſuch an Impreſſion, 
they will not fail to contrive all Methods to get it, as often as 
their own Neceſſities, or the Inability of their Parents, render 
them unequal to their Companions. They may commezce with 
a mean way of acquiring it, but roo often it ends in the Indit eit 
and Criminal, . 


1 had lately an Inftance of what I call the Mean Way ; and 
non it affords ſomething uncommon, I ſhall relate it juſt as I 


- Going to a Neighbouring Tavern laſt Birth-Day Night, to drink 
His Majeſty's Health on that Occafion, I ſaw, at ſome Diſtance, 
a Crowd of Boys gather'd together, with every one a Club in his 
Hand, wrangling and difputing with one another. As I + "rm di 
the Glamour encreas'd, and hearing one of the Boys accuſing ano- 
ther with -wefrauving the K INS, and his Tompanions, 
Of their Wue, 1 had the Curioſity to ſtop and liſten, to know 
the Meaning of this Upbraiding. It ſeems they were going, ac- 
cording to annual Cuſtom, to Cole, not by wa Fs Excſſe, 
but BEOGOIN , Money for the Bon- fire, but cou'd not agree 
among themſelves who ſhoud be CASH-KEBEYBZAR. The Conteſt 
was carry'd on with great Warmth on both Sides, by which 1 
found that Power is -deſirable/ hy all Degrees and Ages. I cou'd 
e perceive 


% 


perceive that the fierceſt Contentions and Animoſities hap 

where Superiority and Intereſt go -u — Bob ſhall be yi An 
KFREPEI, by G- d, fays one——No, d——n me, but WII I 
ſhall have the handling of the Pence, ſays another Bob was 
calbd a Sly Rogue by a Third, and WIC L a quarrelſome, liti- 

gious Fellow by a Fourth, till at length they divided into Parties, 
and fell into Formal Debates, whether their OL p CasWK EER, 
Bob, thou'd continue in Place, who, I cou'd perceive, sw END 


and LauGH'D in his Sleeve, becauſe he thought himſelf COCK- 
SURE OF A MAJORITY. 


The Reaſons alledg'd anni bis Qoatiqmancny ene te 


hy 
That they sus EYE D, and had Ca us ro BuLIAVE, be did 
not Diſcharge his Truft as he ought to do, becaule he never 


wou'd 2 Any Account of the Mone 8 
NN oh they had often demanded . g 


= 
That he had Given ſeveral of the Boys Tivo-Pegve 4-piece; and to 
others a Pe meerly to be on his Side, to the great Dimi- 
nution of FIRE w and FAGGOT, as well as Healths to His 


Majeſty, for which they urg'd, he cou'd not have the Goo OF 
His MaJgsTY REALLY AT HEART. 


III. 

That he had no works than other Boys at his Entrance in- 
to Oryicr of CASHKEE YEN, but had now IN REA and GREATER: 
Varizry of PLay-THiNGs than any Maſter in England,” and 
infnitly moxsz than ever any of his Predeceſſors were known 
to 2 which they inſiſted cou'd. — but by ILLEGAL 
PROCEEDINGS. 


That he had laid ont a 6xzaT DBALI or Monty in SQU1Bs, 
SeRPENTSs, and CRacxaRs, at mmproper je and when the Ho- 
NouR or His eats did not at all demand it. | 


* 


TS] 


% 


That he M1SAaPPLYED the Drink, and sQUANDER'D it away 
among bis Dwn Friends, and was likewiſe Lavisu to thoſe of 
Fozeign Bonefires, tho' they often INS ULTED them, and 
even REFUSED to drink his Majeſty's Health. 

70 OY VI. 
hat Mun Mons y had been always expended in Faggots, tho 
they never had but very SNEAKING Fires. 


The oppoſite Party, upon this home Charge, urg'd in Bob's 
Defence, that he was born of Whig Parentage, had always been 
a ſtrenuous Aſſertor of thoſe Principles; was loyal to His Ma- 
jeſty, and faithful to the Common Iatereſt. That he had fill'd the Of- 
' fice of CAasH-KEEPER with Integrity and Honour for ſeveral - 
Seaſons, and that in Regard to his BackxwarDNEss in accouNnT=- 
ING for the MoNnxy laid out for the Current Service, they ſaid, 
there were Many Ways of employing it, which were NOT PRO- 
PER to be MADE PUBLIC; ſuch as Keeping People in Pay to 
watch the Faggots, that the Male-Corterts might not pillage the Sticks. 


As to his giving Money to other Boys, twas anſwer'd, that 
Bob was juſtifiable in it, and had nothing to fear from that Ac- 
cuſation, for that he had the OR D ERS of a very conſiderable Neighbour 
for ſo doing. | | | NN 


"Twas further alledg'd in his Favour, that if he had finer 
Play-things. than any of his Predeceſſors, or others, they were 
not . purchaſed with the Society's Money, but were owing to his 
: Greater. Dexterity, in Robbing- of D2cha2ds, and ſelling 
the Plumbs: And that, if ſome Miſtakes had happen d, in nat 
well timing the Squibs and Crackers, he intended all for the beſt. 


That as for the Drink ſaid to be ſquander'd away among thoſe 
of Fozeign Bon-fires, it was purely done to prevent them 
kicking out their own Bon fire; and that, in reſpect to the former 
Part of the Charge, of diſtributing it among his Friends, they 

were of Opinion, it was excluding him from the Social Virtues, 


* 


and denying him the Common Privilege of bis Fellow-Subjeids, to de- 
prive him of the LIBERTY of maling bis DWn Friends se. 
come, though it was at THEIR COST. 


And, laſtly, it was ſtrongly argued, that if he did not make 
= Box-FIRES as ſome CasH-keeetRs had done, it was 
becauſe he was of a more PrAcABZIEB DIS Pos Trion, and not 
for Mobbing; adding, it was done to prevent Broils, and that it 
was for the Good of Trade, not to put the ation in a Flame. 


This is the Subſtance, as near as I can remember, of the 
Charge againſt Bob, and his Defence, upon which they divided, 
and the Queſtion being put, it was carry'd, to my Great Aſto- 
niſhment, in the Negative, boy a Conſiderable Majority. + | 


Here the prevailing Party triumph'd, and cry'd, ' 


| Halloo Boys, balloo Boys — Hear the Bells ring; 
Halloo Boys, halloo Boys—God bleſs the ing. 


Then they hurry'd poor dejetied 800 to u Juſtice of Feace, 
who order'd, upon hearing the Affair, his Mittimus to Bridewel, 
there to beat 1 27 he had refunded all his il gotten Baubles, 
and the Money he had clandeſtinly ſunk. N. B. Strict Charge 
was given to the Keeper, to give him nothing but Bread and 
Water during his Confinement. - 7 


WII I being now inveſted in Bob's Poſt, they read over a 
Liſt of all the Lal and Diſigal in the Pariſh, and proceeded to 
ſeveral of the Houſes of the former, to raiſe their Contributions, 
when, to their great Sur prize, they were always diſappointed, 
whereas they were ſucceſsful beyond Expectation with the lat- 
ter; which, as I underſtood, had been occaſion'd by Bob's ha- 
ving, to ſerve ſome By- End, unjuſtly miſrepreſented their Cha- 
racters. Among the Number of their Refuſals, that which they 
met with from the Laureat - was not what leaft admired them; 
for, inſtead of Money, he ſent them his Ode, which, God knows, 
would make but a poor Blaze in Honour of His Majeſty. In- 
deed they fain would have 3 and with that Dogs wy 

FI : eV 


* 


ten 


ſeveral times to ſing it to ſome Tune, but in vain; their own 
melodious Lines, above cited, came much better off the Tongue; 
and ſo they ſtuck to them, and committed ingenuous Keybor's 
Performance either to the Flames, or gave it to a Man that was 
going by to light bis Pipe 3 I don't. know exactly whether. 


Here I left the Youngſters to. proſecute their Collection, and 
went to join my Company, to whom | recited the Adventure, which 
did not a little contribute to our Merriment that Evening. 


Sure, this was a Night as extraordinary for Adventures, as 
it is for the Birth of our moſt gracious Sovereign; for after the 
Company broke up, Which was about One in the Morning, and 
retiring home, thro' a Church-Vard, which gave me ſome A- 
larm, I ſtumbled over a Heap which lay in my way. I took 
it up, tho' with much ado, and found it to be a Packet of 
Letters, directed to an eminent S———n in the Land of Nov. 
I open'd one of them, and found it Sign'd dalpole. I took 
a Copy of it, which is as follows, then ſeal'd it up again, and 
ſent them all directed to the Great Man above mention'd. 
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Scheme of Politicks, ſo well calculated for peopling theſe Regions, 
the Place deſtin d for your future Abode. We were in full Ex- 
. of having you with us about Five Years ago, but we 
1oon. perceiv'd you were further prolong d, for certain -Weighty 
Reaſons, not to be truſted in Black and White, to work the Ends 
of our Infernal Maſter. n 


The Letters yon ſent me, one in the Scull of C——s, and 
the other, ſome time after, in the Heart of , I receiv'd 
fafe, as well as two others, by certain troubleſome People, whom 
you very prudently remov'd- with, a Cup of Sack. The former 
came to me Poſt paid, which is a. Privilege you will enjoy in 
its utmoſt Extent, when you take up your Reſidence among 
us; for the more conſpicuous a Perſon has been for plundering - 
Nations, reducing Families, ſending poor innocent Children, a beg- 
ing, murdering, and making Havock of Mankind, the greater is 
is Authority; as it is with our profeſs'd Enemies, who are 
the greateſt Saints in their Paradice, if they have been the greateſt 
Sufferers for CuRIs T and his Religion. But his Power will {till 
be more exorbitant, and almoſt equal him to our Maſter bim- 
ſelf, whoſe Zeal for the Jnfernal Cauſe ſhall have prompted 
him to employ proper Agents, as you have moſt laudably done, 
to write againſt, and Yilify that ———— and his Doctrine. You 
certainly judg'd -right, and I aſſure you, you have the Thanks 
of my Fellon- In ſernals for ſa doing. This did not only divert 
a priing Faction from obſerving your Actions too narrowly, but 
alſo ſtagger d the Weak of Mind, and ſent their Souls to us in 
whole Shoals. I would therefore have you, by all means, con- 
tinue the worthy Mr. D&g——ne, among others, in your Pay, 
as a moſt proper Inſtrument for that excellent Purpoſe. 


I obſerve you give me a particular State of your Affairs from 
our firſt Entrance into Buſineſs, till the Vears 1720 — 1722; 
ut, dear Cuz, this was an unneceſſary Touble, and which 

vou might have well ſpared, if you had conſider d that we have 

' Cognrzance of every minute Tranſaction that paſſes. in your World. 
We faw you from the very Moment you made your Appèar- 
ance in the remarkable Tear 1717; and that we may give you 

| WM N Confirmation 


(17) 
Confirmation of it, you had a Sraw “ in your Mouth, which 
adminiftred the fame Comfort to us, as the Olive - Branch did to 
the Diſaffeted in the Ark. | +. tis bs ee; 
There's no deſcribing the Acclamations which univerſally re- 
ſounded on giving up this Teſtimony of your Affection for our 
Cauſe. You were immediately mark'd down in the Doom's-Day 
Book, as a moſt promiſing Sm—You were pronounc'd, by one and 
all, to be a Riſing Man; for though you reap'd little then, it 
was a certain Prognoſtick, that you wou'd, the firſt. good Sea- 
ton, cram all your Barns and Out-houſes. It muſt be own'd, 
it was an exceeding good Thought, and I muft be-vain to fay 
it was I that put it into your Head, to get a Plough-man to 
do the Drudgery, or there was immenent Danger, ſo prejudic'd 
are ſome, of your not reaping am more. If I mention not ſow- 
ing, tis becauſe Pm entirely of your Opinion, that there's no 
Occaſion for it on Rich Land. The Land of Canaan produc'd 
Milt and Honey of it ſelf, and why may not the Land of Nod 
do the ſame, eſpecially with two ſuch Hands as yours to ſqueeze 
it? Befides, tis your Buſineſs only to reap, let others, who come 
after you, ſow. 


We likewiſe beheld, with gnaſhing of Teeth, the malignant 
Cloud, which for a while hung over your Head, but, by otir 
Influence, it was foon diſpelPd, and your ingenuous, ſlippery 
Fingers had again Liberty to play the Ledgerdemain. How dex- 
terouſly did you erace, or add a Figure upon Certain Emerger- 
cies! With how much Eaſe can you of Number 2 make 20, of 
20 make 200, and of 200 make 2000, and ſo on. Here you 
excell, and have excelbd, the ableſt in Figures; and now a Faſ- 
fage comes into my Head, which afforded Matter of Diverſion 
to your Friends below. I think about this Time you was defi- 
cient in the Sum of Gre Hundred and Eighty Thouſand Pounds, when 
unmediately, by clapping a Significart Cypher to the Twerty Thau- 
ſand, your Accounts were ſet to Right But, oh! had you ken 

þ is C what 
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what a ragged Company of poor Officers Widows came tumbling, 


down to us on this Occaſion, killd with drinking Geneva in 
Contempt of an Act of Parliament, waiting for their Penfions, 
Fm fure you wou'd have join'd in our Chorus of Laughing, 


I compliment you very much, and think you are never enough 


to be pred for Tour Exploits in the Year 17179. They wou'd 


take Vo.umes to enumerate, which in brief are theſe : You gave 
Convircing Proofs of moſk Exemplary Perfidy and Ingratitude ; you 
uobly betray'd your Generous Friend, the E— of S———e, by tra- 
ducing bim in a truely artful and worthy manner to the K —, and 
if you were not the ſole Cauſe of the famous Quarrel, het you had 
a Finger in it. What can be more glorious, than to ſow Diſſen tion 
betwixt Father and Son. Nu next laid down, but it was with a mag- 
aanimous Deſign to diſtreſs, and aF a true Infernal Part. Tour 
Oppoſition to the Supply, ask d by bis —— A „ for certain Pur- 
poles, as Unparliamentary was nothing; you boldly, to encourage 


Blood and Slaughter, and run the greateſt Lengths to gratiſy our dar- 


ling Virtue, Revenge, and G g ard you became faſt Friends 
Happy Swede to have ſo truſty an Apoſtate B-——2 for 
your Colleague ! | | . 


Aſter all this, with a little more Treachery, and by Artifices 
only inherent in a True Heir of Pluto, you were juſtly taken 


again into your P——'s Favour, which brings me to a Period 


of Time, wherein you perform'd acthing leſs than Prodigies. You 


gallantly fought the Battle of your Confederate Plunderers, our 
common Friends, and protected them in Spite of all the Efforts 


of our Mortal Enemy, Juſtice. You brought Hanging and Draw- 
ig, Deſparirg and Shodtirg into ſo much Vogue by that means, 
that our Maſter was obliged to enlarge his Dominions conſi- 


derabiy. I heard him mylelf ſay, no Scheme of Deliſatios ever; 
gain'd him more Proſelites. Oh, Gloricus Year ! let Twesty from, 


hence forward be your Golden Number, as every Day of it was 


a Feſtival, and the whole Year a Year of Jubilee with us in the 
Shades. Then drop'd off, like rotten Sheep, many Foes to your 


Glory, among the Number of whom was $S———e, who leit 


the Stage ſudden and unſuſpected; for tas I that took away 


the 


/ 


* 
— 
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the 2 Duality of of the pill. The Reconciliation won 
follow? of S————, ſo that the whole Game 
of — Power fell into your Hands; and _ l — is 
the Sum of all your Letters. 1971 


1 ſhall now take Notice of your Queries, and then proceed 
to. your Poſtſcript—If I e right, the Queries are, 


Whether the poſſeſſion of Gt Secrets wil not force 


to continue me in Favour * ? 
SLRs | 7 


Whether Plots be not necetlary to raiſe a TRE at Certain 
Times ? * 


Whether all ſnou d be nee Male-Contents that oppoſe 
my Meaſures? 


As to your Firſt, no doubt het be — to difplace you ? os 
never let him diſcover you. think he is beware ano- 
Wa If dread: the Rage of the "peopl 

Secondly, If at any Time you dread the age of the people, 
their - 6 will "be loſt by alarming them with 25 
Dangers. And, 

Thirdly, You cannot certainly do better than to make your 
Enemies paſs for Male-Contents in the Eye of ———— ; an Affi- 


davit of diſreſpectful Words pretended to be ſpoken, and Ca- 


bals you ended to be held, will do well to confirm him in that 


— . So much for your Queries, which brings me to your 
Poſtſcript. 
At ining of which, You inform me of the Duek-Plt, 


and drop'd ſome Hints of Biffidence in Regard to the Policy 
of your Condutt towards rom deſiring withal to have my 
Opinion of both. | 

As to the Firſt, it muſt be allow'd the Deſign was excel- 
lent to ſet the I. — F — and Mr. P by the Ears; and 1 
look upon it as no contemplible Inſtance of your great Stoll, 
tho* it had not its purpoſed Effett; for had the Duel prov'd 
fatal 'on either Side, you were almoſt certain of defeating your 
tworn Foe. 8 

0 2 I alſo 
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L alſo greatly approve the Secret Meaſures you haus hitherto taken 
to widen tbe. Breach between their M———ys of P— and 
E——— This properly enough may be call'd a Connter-Plot 
in Polit cks; you have your Agents that underhand throw Dif- 
Gculties in the way of the former, at the ſame time, you pru- 
dently ſeem to have nothing more at Heart, than the entire 
Removal of them, in Preſence. of the latter. Excellent !— this 
is being conſiſtent By the Pretenſions you have to theſe Abodes, 
you cannot be a Reconciler of Differences, more eſpecially, ſince 
a Reconciliation witlf the Ove, would infallibly create a Rupture 
with the Other. You intimate as if you did not ſtand well with 
his P Majeſty ; ergo, in what a ſcurvy Condition would 
you be upon a Reconciliation ? | 


Towards the Concluſion, you likewiſe ſeem to expreſs a Deſire of 
having ſome of my Advice 7 your future Conduct. I have had no 
Opportunity of fulfilling any of your Requeſts, till now I take 
it by a Spirit, who has Orders to make his Appearance among 
you, to anſwer the Iafernal Intereſt, in the Shape of an Exciſe- 
mar. Tho' I muſt do yoù the Juftice to acknowledge, that you 
have ſo excelled in. all the Parts you. have.. Atted, as to ſtand 
in no need of Direction; not even of great $——s, W——y, 
and B——, yur wikt Predeceſſors; yet, ſince * bom require my 
Counſel, to ſee how far we concur in Point of Governing, and 
leſt my Silence on that Head .ſhou'd be interpreted Diſreſpect, 
which, be perſuaded, I can never be guilty of, I ſhall juſt throw 
together a few general Maxims, which in Effect will be only 
laying down in Theory, what you have confirm'd by Long 
Practice. 2 


Firſt then, as the Principles on which you have acted in 
the Sphere of Government, have always been Per ſonal, and texd- 
1 ſolely aud wiſely to the aggrandizing our noble Family, 1 entire- 
ly agree with you, that your Preſervation chiefly depends up- 
on a Majority; and in Conſequence of this therefore you ought 
to employ your whole Strength to Secure it, as well now, 
as againſt the NEXT E———x. Continue me then your Pex- 


a 

ſions to neceſſitated M——s and P ——s ; Hackney Writers, and 
Scriblers; have your Relations about you in Places of Impor- 
tance 3 let none ſhare with you in the A n, who are not 
far inferior to yourſelf in Abilities ; engrofs every thing; have 
more at your diſpoſal than the whole Nation beſide ; keep it 
always in your Power to oblige ; whenever any favourite: Scheme 
is propos'd to —— y, be ſure ſeem zealouſly to diſſuade 
him from it; on the other hand, your ſeeming Oppoſition will 
give you a Handle to lay the whole Blame on himſelf if Mat- 
ters ſthou'd miſcarry. But above all, let Mrs. Bxown, good 
Lady, be well fed with Money; keep up a Standing A—y ; laſtly, 
pave the way for a General Exciſe, and I will anſwer. for 
Arbitrary Power, and that your Head will be as ſafe as if Se- 
curity dwelt in your Throat. 
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On Our FAMILY. 


a. 5 
: 


N the laſt Place, 1 come to mention 
Our Family, with which J chuſe to 
conclude. I muſt ſay you have raiſ- 

ed it to ſuch a Point of Grandeur, as a 
Relation, leſs penetrating than my ſelf, 
wou'd never have known it to be the une 
as that in good Queen Beſs 8 Days. You 
muſt ſuppoſe J feel infinite Satisfaction to 
reflect on this Change of Fortune, and that 
5 I think 


[26] 
o 2 myſelf greatly honour'd in bei 
ey d uf a Perſon Ay ſuch Power 74 | 
ofſeſſion, and of ſo much _ in Re- 
7 ſton. However be not fatisfy'd with 
your almoſt X - - ly Power, but go on 
and proſper, and engrave theſe Leſſons 
in your Heart, If any cavilling Sublu- 
nar ſnarls at your Meaſures, tell him, [ 
put Probatum eſt to al Jou ſay or do. 


That the whole Malice of my Ma fler 
may poſſeſs you, is the laſt and belt Wiſh 
can be made by the 1. nfernals, who una- 
| e deſire it, as well as, 1 


Dated from the | 
Infernal Shades. 


Dear Cuz, by To: 4 

| Tor Puno, Slave! | 
* 1 11 rr 
7. WALPOLE. 


* v , 
\ „ & - 


This Day is Publiſd, 
8 * VIA's STUD Y: Or, The 


ing (among many other Things) 
The . s Wedding, a Ballad Os 
of Three Acts. Love 0 Ambition, a 

Tragedy. Court Letters from Ca ali N 
to Monemia. The Progreſs of Love in 
four Eclogues. The Tady- s Dreſſing- 
Room. Arbor Vitæ: or, The natural 
Hiſtory of the Tree of Life. The ſame 
verſify d. A Letter to Culiſta. Deſcrip- 
tion of a perfect Beauty. An Epigram 
on the fine Bubby. Riddle. Hiding g Bub- 


bies a uſeleſs Precaution. The con 


Lapys MAGAZINE. Contain- 


aſſerted. Feelers of Bubbies intolerable. 


Noon the beſt Time of the Day for Love 
Affairs. Luſcivious Bubbies. On a cer- 
tain old Lady at Court, that had a vio- 
lent Inclination to commit Matrimony. 
An Epitaph on the Bubbies of a young 


Nun. The moving Ks: of Tulle and | 


Tarico, verſify'd. 


